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Gen er a l  com m en t s 

 

 

About  1101 candidates were entered for the I nternat ional GCSE Bengali 

exam inat ion in January 2012 m ost ly from  the exist ing cent res. A good 

proport ion of candidates perform ed well and scored high m arks in the 

paper. The dem and of the paper is generally com parable with the January 

2011 paper. I t  was also pleasing to see that  overall candidates’ 

perform ances this season were com parable to last  year.   

 

Candidates had every opportunity to produce good and proper t ranslat ions. 

Som e key words and phrases helped to different iate between good and 

adequate perform ance of the candidates. Also a num ber of outstanding 

pieces of t ranslat ions including exam ples of cont inuous pieces of writ ings 

were evident  from  a num ber of responses. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

I t  is quite pleasing to see that  alm ost  all candidates were able to t ranslate 

all five sentences though at  varied level where they were tested on specific 

gram m ar points. The less able candidates often st ruggled to t ransm it  fully 

and appropriately part icular ly on 1d and 1e. I n 1d m any candidates 

t ransm it ted, “held m e up”  as “u ch u  k o r e d h o r e r ek h ecch e ” ;  on 

occasions, “k ep t  m e st i l l  u p ,”  and, “w as  p u l l in g  m e u p st a i r s”  etc. On 1 e  

the problem  occurred with om ission of speech m arks and punctuat ion. Also, 

the less able candidates while t ransm it t ing 1c ,  often ignored the correct  

tense form , and were not  able to score full m arks.  

 

 

Qu est ion  2  

  

The passage was about  the r ich heritage of theat re perform ances in 

Bangladesh. The candidate’s perform ance indicated that  they did not  have 

m uch knowledge of the background of theat re perform ances. A large 

num ber of candidates found this passage very difficult  and hard to t ransm it  

the actual m eaning of the words such as diversity, aspirat ion, conscience 

raising, exploitat ion, art iculat ion, sophist icated and character ised etc., and 

instead, used either their  t ransliterat ion or inappropriate m eaning in the 

t ransm ission. Som e candidates even failed to different iate between cinem a, 

theat re, dram a, folk and Jat ra. As a result , the m ajority of the candidates 

did not  perform  as expected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

This required t ranslat ing a quest ion to English. This was a unique piece of 

writ ing, which touched m ost  of the candidate’s em ot ion. The poor boy, 

Shaju, and his pit iful lifestyle.  Major ity of the students t ransm it ted the 

them e successfully and scored average m ark of 20 on this item . 

 

Som e confusion occurred by a handful of candidates was, “Zam i Roj ”  as 

they thought  ‘Roj ’ was his surnam e. Other m inor m istakes occurred to 

t ranslate, ‘Teacher Student  cent re of Dhaka University” . This was t ranslated 

in m any different  phrases, such as ‘auditor ium ’, ’m eet ing place’, ‘college’, 

‘high school’,  and in m any m ore words. There were only a few candidates 

who wrote this correct ly. 

  

 

Qu est ion  4  
 

The vast  m ajor ity of candidates have done well in their  essay opt ions this 

year. However, the num ber of candidates who have chosen to answer 

quest ion 4 a  and 4 c  scored considerably higher m arks. Only a significant ly 

low num ber of candidates at tem pted quest ion 4d.  St ronger candidates 

were able to dem onst rate a wide range of vocabulary and gram m at ical 

st ructures followed by com parisons, personal feelings and react ions, so 

scored good m arks.  However, on occasions, candidates overlooked the 

m ain focus of the content  and so scored less m arks than expected. The 

opt ion 4b was responded by the vast  m ajor ity of the candidates and was 

the m ost  popular quest ion. Quest ion 4d was the least  popular.  

  

 

  

Con clu sion  

 

On the whole, this paper appeared to be fair  and well balanced. The overall 

perform ance of candidates showed that  the standard of literacy including 

the t ransm ission skills to and from  the target  language has im proved 

though on occasion, candidates’ perform ances were not  as good as 

expected due to their  lack of good grasp of a range of st ructures and tense 

concepts, inadequate knowledge of gram m ar. Also, a wide display of 

t ransliterated words /  phrases was evident  in the candidates’ perform ances 

across the board. Also, on essay sect ion, candidates were as usual expected 

to display their  understanding of the m ain concept  of their  choice, adequate 

explanat ion, com parisons where needed, analysis and synthesis with their  

personal opinions and reasons. Unfortunately, it  was not  evident  in the 

broader range of perform ances. Candidates’ perform ances would have been 

even bet ter if the points raised are incorporated in preparing candidates 

appropriate exam inat ion techniques followed by the appropriate 

Specificat ion.    

 
 

      
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

Edexcel Publicat ions, Adam sway, Mansfield, Not ts, NG18 4FN 

 

Telephone 01623 467467 

Fax 01623 450481 

Email publicat ion.orders@edexcel.com  

Order Code UG030186 January 2012 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com / quals 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE  


